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Trevor Sutton illustrates French New Towns (page 534)

Letters. Books
Originators

AD interviews with people who have generated new ideas of particular relevance to
the built environment. This month John Turner is interviewed by Barbara Goldstein.

Housing by people. From the bottom up, or from the top down?
The first of seven essays by John K. Charlewood Turner intended as a contribution to
the clarification of the issues of housing and human settlement, and to the solution
of restated problems in ways that reach down to their economic, social and
institutional roots. This first essay raises the central issue of locally-controlled versus
centrally-administered housing — the choice between autonomy and heteronomy.

French New Towns

The French approach to the planning of their nine new towns is dynamic. Only ten
years after the first plans were published, construction is well advanced. The new
towns are also intended to act as seed-beds for innovations in planning and
architecture, Adrian Cave examines French attitudes to the planning and implemen-
tation of the new towns, and highlights significant examples of design and
organisation in the areas of commerce, employment, housing, transport, health,
education and landscape.

Telford: British new town with a past
Martin Spring reports

Soviet new towns
Adrian Chobotaru surveys some of the 1100 new towns which have been designated
in the USSR since 1917.

Plannin%
London’s Docklands again, EDR A conference.

Housing
The third arm? By Tom Woolley

Adaptable housing by Georges Maurios
Discussed by Andrew Rabeneck

igator farm
Jan ienkowsky’s Odyssey through the London sewers, to rebirth.

Round up

Death of giants (Robert Matthew and C. Doxiadis). RIBA and Concrete awards to
Powell & Moya. Villa Moderna, Japan. Living mountains. Frozen space. Kids’
fountain. Cuban prefab schools. Rhyl leisure centre.

Arts

The artist as an explorer of landscape.

The freedom machine
Andrew Rabeneck discusses the ideas of the Cybernetician Stafford Beer as
expounded in two recent books



